
OFF 

. O'FFENCE. n. f. [offenfe, Fr. offenfa, from offendo, Lat.] 

1. Crime; acl of wickednefs. 

Thither with fpeed their haft-y courfe they ply’d. 

Where Chrift the Lord for our offences dy’d. Fairfax. 

Thou haft Ilol’n that, which after fome few hours 
Were thine without offence. Sbakefp. Henry IV. 

2. A tranfgreflion. 

If, by the law of nature 1 , every man hath not a power to 
punifh offences againft it, I fee not how the magi fixates of any 
community can punifh an alien of another country, Locke. 

3. Injury. 

I have given my opinion againft the authority of two great 
men, but I hope without offence to their memories; for I 
loved them living, and reverence them dead. Dry den. 

4. Difpleafure given ; caufe of difguft; fcandal. 

Giving no" offence in any thing, that the miniftry be not 
blamed'. ° 2 Cor. vi. 3. 

He remembered the injury of the children of Bean, who 
had been a fnare and an offence unto the people. 1 Mac. iv. 

The pleafures of the touch are greater than thofe of the 
other femes ; as in warming upon cold, or refrigeration upon 
heat: for as the pains of the touch are greater than the of¬ 
fences of other fenfes, fo likewife are the pleafures. Bacon. 

5. Anger; difpleafure conceived. 

Earneft in every prefent humour, and making himfelf bravd 
in his liking, he was content to give them juft caufe of of¬ 
fence when they had power to make juft revenge. Sidney. 

6. Attack; a<ft of the affailant. 

Courtefy that feemed incorporated in his heart, would not 
be perfuaded to offer any offence , but only to ftand upon the 
bell defenffve guard. Sidney. 

Offe'nceful. adj. {offence Tind full.] Injurious; giving dif¬ 
pleafure; 

It feems your moft offenceful a£l 
Was mutually committed. Shakefp. Meafure for Meaf. 
Defenceless, adj. [from offence.] Unoffending; innocent. 
You are but now caff in his mood, a punifhment more in 
policy than in malice ; even fo as one would beat his offence- 
lefs dog to affright an imperious lion. Sbakefp. Othello. 

To Offe'nd. v. a. [>offendo , Latin.] 

1. 'Fo make angry. 

If much you note him 

You fhall offend him, and extend his pafoon, 

Feed and regard him not. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Three forts' of men my foul hateth, and I am greatly off 
fended at their life. Ecclus xxv. 2. 

The emperor himfelf came running to the place in his ar¬ 
mour, feverely reproving them of cowardice who had for- 
faken the place, and grievoufly offended with them who had 
kept fuch negligent watch. Knollcs’s Hijl, of the Turks. 

2. To affail; to attack. 

He was fain to defend himfelf, and withal fo to offend him, 
that by an unlucky blow the poor Philoxenus fell dead at his 
feet. Sidney. 

3. Totrangrefs; to violate. 

4. To injure. 

Cheaply you fm, and punifh crimes with eafe, 

Not as tlf offended, but th’ offenders pleale. Dryden. 

To Offe'nd. v. n. 

1. To be criminal; to trangrefs the law. 

This man that of earthly matter maketh graven images, 
knoweth himfelf to offend above all others. Wifd. xiv. 13. 

Whofoever fhall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one po'mt, he is guilty of all. “• I0 - 

2. To caufe anger. . . . QL 1 r. t 

I fli-all offend , either to detain or give it. Shakcjp. Lear. 

.3. To commit tranfgrelTion. 

Our language is extremely imperfedl, and in many in- 
ftances it offends againft every part of grammar. Swift. 

Offender? n.f [from offend.] 

1. A criminal; one who has committed a crime; a tranlgrellor; 

a guilty perfon. _ , ^ , 

All that watch for iniquity are cut off, that make a man 
an offender for a word. If.taax.21. 

So like a fly the poor offender dies5 
But like the wafp, the rich efcapes and flies. Denham. 

How fhall I lofe the fm, yet keep the fenfe. 

And love th’ offender, yet deleft th offence A Pope. 

The confcience of the offender fhall be lharper than an 
, r , Clariffa. 

avenger s lword. M 

2. One who has done an injury. 

All vengeance comes too fhort, T 

Which can purfue th’ offender . Sbakefp. & tn g e f' 

Oefendress. n.f [from offender.] A woman that offends 
Virginity murthers itfelf, and ihould be buried in highways 
out of°all fanefified limit, as a defperate offendrefs againft na- 

Sbakefp. AWs well that ends well. 

Offensive. adj± [ offenff, Fr. from offenfus , Lat.] 
r Caufing anger ; difp.lealing i difgufting. < 

Since no man can do ill with a good confcience, the con- 
folation which we herein feem to find is but a meer deceitful 
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pleafing of curfelves in error, which at the length muff ne H 
turn to our greater grief, if that which we do & to pleafe qI 
moft, be for the manifold defects thereof offenfive unto him 

Hooker, b. v f \ 

It fhall fufffee, to touch fuch cuftoms of the Irifh as f e 4; 
offenfive and repugnant to the good government of the real® 

r , . ... Spenfer on Ireland, 

2 . Cauling pain ; injurious. 

It is an excellent opener for the liver, but offenfive to th 
ftomach. > _ Bacon's Nat. m 

Some particular acrimony in the ftomach fometimes mak * 
it offenfive , and which cuftom atlaft will overcome, d-h ? 

3. Affailant; not defenffve. Ut ' 

He recounted the benefits and favours that he had d 
him, in provoking a mighty and opulent king by an offend 
war in his quarrel. 3 ^ 

We enquire concerning the advantages and difadvantao- * 
betwixt thofe military offenfive engines ufed among the an S 
cients, and thofe of thele latter ages. jy^- ' 

Offensively, adv. [from offenfive.] 

1. Mifchievoufly ; injurioufly. 

In the leaft thing done offenfively againft the good of men 
whofe benefit we ought to feek for as our own, we plain] * 
fhew that we do not acknowledge God to be fuch as indeed 
he is. Hooker , b. v. f 2i 

2. So as to caufe uneafinefs or difpleafure. 

A lady had her fight difordered, fo that the images in her 
hangings did appear to her, if the room were not extraordi¬ 
narily darkened, embellifhed with feveral offenfively vivid co¬ 
lours. Boyle on Colours. 

3. By way of attack ; not defenfively. 

Offe'nsiveness. n.f [from offenfive.] 

1. Injurioufnefs; mifehief; 

2. Caufe of difguft. 

The mufcles of the body, being preferVed found arid lim¬ 
ber upon the bones, all the motions of the parts mi<d)t be 
explicated with the greateft eafe and without any offtnfmnep . 

Grew's Mufceum, 

To O'FFER. v.a. [ offero , Lat. offrir, Fr.] 

1. To prefent to any one; to exhibit any thing fo as that it may 
be taken or received. 

The heathen women under the Mogul, offer themfelves 
to the flames at the death of their hulbands. Colliir. 

Some ideas forwardly offer themfelves to all mens under- 
ftandings ; fome fort of truths refult from any idea, as foon 
as the mind puts them into propofftions. Lodi. 

Servants placing happinefs in ftrong drink, make court to 
my young mailer, by offering him that which they love. Lodi. 

2. To facrifice ; to immolate ; to prefent as an adl of worlhip. 

They offered unto the Lord of the fpoil which they had 
brought; leven hundred oxen. 2 Chrom xv. 11. 

He (hall offer of it all the fat thereof. Lev. vii. 3. 

An holy priefthood to offer up fpiritual facrifices. 1 Pet. ii. 5. 
Whole herds of offer’d bulls about the fire, 

And briftled boars and woolly fheep expire. Dryden. 

When a man is called upon to offer up himfelf to his con¬ 
fcience; and to refign to juftice and truth, he Ihould be fo 
far from avoiding the lifts, that he Ihould rather enter with 
inclination, and thank God for the honour. Collier: 

3-. To bid, as a price or reward. 

Nor Ihouldft thou offer all thy little Ilore, 

Will rich Idas yield, but offer more. Drydtn. 

4. To attempt; to commence. 

Lyfimachus armed about three thoufand men, and began 
firft to offer violence. 2 Mac. iv. 40. 

5. Topropofe. 

In all that great extent wherein the mind wanders in re¬ 
mote fpeculations, it ftirs not one jot beyond thofe ideas 

which fenfe or reflection have offered for its contemplation. 

Lodi. 

Our author offers no reafon. Lodt> 

To 0*£fer. v. n. 

1. To be prefent; to be at hand ; to prefent itfelf. 

No thought can imagine a greater heart to fee and con¬ 
temn danger, where danger would offer to make any wrong' 
ful threatning upon him. Sidney, b,% 

Th’ occafion offers, and the youth complies. DTP ' 

2. To make an attempt. 

We came clofe to the Ihorc, and offered to land. JSM • 
One offers, and in off ring makes a Hay; 

Another forward fets, and doth no more. Tlan fiv f ^ 

I would treat the pope and his cardinals roughly, it tnjr 
offered to fee my wife without my leave. Dry * 

3. With at. JiacBiit 

1 will not offer at that I cannot mailer. 

I hope they will take it well that I Ihou d 
thing, and could forbear prefuming to meddle where “V 
the learned pens have ever touched before. 

Write down and make figns to him to pronounce 
and guide him by Ihewing him by the motion of youi ^ 
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lips to offer at one of thofe letters; which being theeafieli; 

he will Humble upon one of them. Holder. 

The mafquerade fuccceded fo well with him; that he would 
be offering at the (hepherd’s voice and call too. L’EJlrange. 

It contains the grounds of his doch'inc, and offers at fome¬ 
nt towards the difproof of mine. Atterhury. 

Without offering at any other remedy, we haltily engaged 
in a war, which hath coll us fixty millions. Swift. 

O'ffer. n.f [offre, Fr. from the verb.] 

1. Propofal of advantage to another. 

Some nymphs there are, too confcious of their face ; 
Thefe fwell their profpefts, and exalt their pride. 

When offers are difdain’d, and love deny’d. Pope. 

2 . Firft advance. 

Force compels this offer , 

And it proteeds from policy, not love. — 

_Mowbray, you overween to take it fo : 

This offer comes from mercy, not from fear. Sbakefp). 
What wouldft beg, Laertes, 

That fhall not be my offer, not thy alking ? Sbakefp. 

3. Propofal made. 

Th’ offers he doth make, 

Were not for him to give, nor them to take. Daniel. 

I enjoined all the ladies to tell the company, in cafe they 
had been in the fiege and had the fame offer made them as 
the good women. of that place, what every one of them 
would have brought off with her, and have thought moft 
worth the faving. Addifon s Spectator. 

It carries too great an imputation of ignorance, or folly, 
to quit and renounce former tenets upon the offer of an ar¬ 
gument which cannot immediately be anfwered; Locke. 

4. Price bid ; adl of bidding a price. 

When Hock is high, they come between; 

Making by fecond hand their offers ; 

Then cunningly retire unfeen. 

With each a million in his coffers. Swift. 

5. Attempt; endeavour. 

Many motions, though they be unprofitable to expel that 
which hurteth, yet they are offers of nature, and caufe mo¬ 
tions by conferit; as in groaning, or ctying upon pain. Bacon. 

It is in the power of every one to make fome effay, fome 
offer and attempt, fo as to Ihew that the heart is not idle or 
infenfible, but that it is full and big, and knows itfelf to be 
fo, though it wants ftrertgth to bring forth. South’s Serm-. 

One fees in it a kind of offer at modern architecture; but 
at the fame time that the architect has Ihown his diflike of 
the gothic manner, one may fee that they were not arrived 
at the knowledge of the true way. Addifon on Italy. 

6. Something given by way of acknowledgment. 

Fair Itreams that do vouchfafe in your clearnefs to repre- 
fent unto me my blubbered face, let the tribute offer of my 
tears procure your Hay a while with me, that I may begin 
yet at laft to find fomething that pities me. Sidney , b. ii. 

O'fferf.r. n.f. [from offer. ] 

1. One who makes an offer. 

2. One who facrifices, or dedicates in vvorlhip. 

If the mind of the offerer be good, this is the only thing 
God refpeCleth. Hooker, b. v. f. 34. 

When he commanded Abraham to facrifice Ifaac, the place 
of the offering was not left undetermined, and to the offerer’s 
diferetion. South’s Sermons. 

O'ffering. n. f. [from offer.'] A facrifice ; any thing immo¬ 
lated, or offered in worlhip. 

. Plucking the entrails of an offering forth, 

They could not find a heart within the beaft. Sbakefp. 

They are polluted offerings, more abhorr’d 
Than fpotted livers in the facrifice. Sbakefpeare. 

When thou Ihalt make his foul an offering for fin, he Ihall 
fee his feed. # liii; 10. 

The gloomy god 

Stood mute with awe, to fee the golden rod ; 

Admir’d the deftiii’d off’ring to his queen, 

A venerable gift fo rarely feen. Dryden. 

What nations now to Juno’s pow’r will pray. 

Or off’rings on my flighted altars lay ? Dryd. Vir?. 

I’ll favour her. 

That my aWaken’d foul may take her flight, 

Renew’d in all her ftrength, and frelh vvith life. 

An offering fit for heaven, Addifon's Cato, 

Offertory, n.f. [<ffertoire, Fr.] The thing offered; the 
act of offering. 

He went into St; Paul’s church, where he made offertory 
of his Ilandards, and had orizons and Te Deum fang. Bacon. 
Offe'rture. n.f [from offer.] Offer; propofal of kind nefs. 
A word not in ufe. 

Thou haft prevented us with effertwes of thy love, evert 

O'FFICEk Tr r r T"*' • r fc* «»■ 

t a t;: , w [#». Fr - °ffcium, Latin;] 

** A publick charge or employment. 

You have contriv’d to take 

vTr if° me a11 fear ° n ’ d and to wind 
otirlelf into a power tyrannical. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 


OFF 

MethcJtight this Haft; mine office- badge in courl; 
Vie hrvilr." in twain. Shakefp. Henry vT. 


777 VI. p. i»i 
Shakefp ear to 


Was broke in twain. 

The infolerice of office. 

2 : Agency ; peculiar ufe. 

All things that you Ihould life to do rhe wrong, 

Deny their office. Shakefp. King Lean; 

In this experiment the feveral intervals of the teeth of the 
comb do the office of fo many prifms, every interval producing 
the phenomenon of one priftti. Newti Opt i 

3. Bufinefs; particular employment. 

The fun was funk, and after him the liar 
Of Hefperus; whofe office is to bring . r 

Twilight upon the earth. Milt; Par. Loffi b. iX - ; 

4. A6t of good or ill voluntarily tendered. 

Wolves arid bears 

Calling their favagenefs afide, have done 
Like offices of pity. Shakefp. TVintcPs Tale ? 

Mrs. Ford, I fee yoii are obfequious in your love, and I 
profefs requital to a hair’s breadth ; not only in the Ample 
office of love, but in all the accouftrement. Complement, and 
ceremony of it. Shakefp . Merry TV. of IVindfort 

I would I could do a good office between you. Shakefp, 
The wolf took this occafion to do the fox a good office. 

IJ Ejlrange; 

You who your pious offices employ 
To fave the reliques of abandon’d Tr< 

5. Adi of worlhip. 


frop Dryd. Virg P 


This gate 
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Inftrti&s you how t’ adore the heavens, and boV/s you 
To morning’s holy office. Shakefp. Cymbelirie, 

6; Formulary of devotions. 

Whofoever hath children or fervants; let him take care 
that they fay their prayers before they begirt their work : the 
Lord’s prayer, the ten commandments, and the Creed, is a 
very good office for them; i! they are not fitted for mdre regu¬ 
lar offices. Taylor’s Devotion ; 

7. Rooms in a houfe appropriated to particular bufinefs. 

What do we but draw anew the model 
In fewer offices ? at leaft defift 

To build at all. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. \t- 

Let offices {land at diftSnce, with fome low galleries to pafs 
from them to the palace itfelf. Bacon. 

8. Place where bufinefs is tranfadled. [Officinal, Lat.] 

What Ihall good old York fee there, 

But empty lodgings and linfurnifh’d walls, 

Unpeopled offices, untroden Hones ? Sha. filch. th 

Empfon and Dudley, though they could not but hear of thefe 
fcruples in the king’s confcience, yet as if the king’s foul 
and his money were in feveral offices, that the one was not 
to intermeddle with the other, went on with as great rao-e as 
ever - Bacon’s Henry VII; 

To O'ffice. v.a. [from the nourt.J To perform; to dis¬ 
charge ; to do. 

I will be gone, altho’ 

The air of Paradife did fan the houfe. 

And angels offic’d all. Sha. All's well that ends well. 

O'fficer. n.f [ officier, French.] 

1. A man employed by the publick. 

’Tis an office of great worth. 

And you an officer fit for the place. Sbakefpeare . 

Submit you to the people’s voices, 

Allow their officers , and be content 

To fuffer lawful cenfure. Shakefp. Coriolanus , 

1 he next morning there came to us the fame officer that 
came to us at firft to condudl us to the ftranger’s houfe. Bac. 

If it Ihould fall into the French hands, all the princes 
would return to be the feveral officers of his court. Temple 
As a magillrate or great officer he locks himfelf up from 
all approaches: South’s Sermons. 

Ifirds of prey are an emblem of rapacious officers. A fu- 
penor power takes away by violence from them, that which 
by violence they took away from others. L’EJlranzc 

2. A commander in the army. 6 

If he did not nimbly ply the fpade. 

His furly officer ne’er fail’d to crack 

His knotty cudgel on his tougher back. Dryden 

I fummon’d all my officers in hade, J 

All came refolv’d to die in my defence. Dryden 

1 he bad difpofition he made in landing his men, Ihews 
him not only to be much inferibur to Pompey as a fea officer 
but to have had little or no (kill in that element! ^Arb 

3. One who has the power of apprehending criminals. 

1 he thieves are pofleft with fear 
So ftrongly, that they dare not meet each other ; 

Each takes his fellow for an officer. Sbakejf Hmry IV 
We charge you J 

T'o go with us unto the officers e. 

°S23Lr* <‘-*'•1 
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Official. 
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